THE FIFTH FORT
Riko g. 11, Zuikine, Kaunas

THE ‘FIRST. FORT

‘Siltnamiy_.g., Noreikiskés, Kaunas

- - district
.The' westernmost and least urbanized fort was
severely ‘damaged by German artillery during
the First World War. During the interwar
perlod the fort was equipped with a gas
chamber where death sentences were carried
out.' During the*Soviet occupation, it was not

© ‘maintained;. and thus freely used for econom-
ic purposes. As a result, some valuable facade
.elemenits‘were dismantled. Some of the fort's
" premises . were flooded. Currently, after the
tidying up of.the territory, tours are taking
‘place there and various communal and art

- events_are being organized.

' THE SECOND FORT
Pilviskiy, g. 24,_ Kazliskiai, Kaunas

The Kaunas Fortress building, ‘located- in -a’
very picturesque place near -the. .Kaungs

Kaunas Fortress object at that.time.
barely touched during World War |, éxcept- a

sion took place in the fort, the exact circum-=

sports club Legionas.

THE SIXTH FODT'

K. Bariausko g. 101, Kaunas*
Unlike the,First Fort, this one is heavily urban-
ized, : with Juluanava and  Kazliskés
settlements around ‘it.- The pentagonal fort
plan ‘formed the network structure of the
.., settlements’ streets. This fort suffered the most
*during World War.l but was also affected
..~ during World ‘War Il when Aleksotas Airport

" _.was bombed.

THE THIRD FORT
‘Titnago g., Seniava, Kaunas District

.Compared  to the first two, the Third Fort
: . suffered. less during the conflicts. In it, you
- ¢an; still-'see the orlglnal details: doors, stairs,
“ railings, etc. The fort is heavily urbanized. It is
.. surrounded by residential areas and part of its

terrltory has been privatized. Currently, it is

.one -.of - the " best-preserved and most used

objects of Kaunas Fortress, tidied up and

handed over to the needs of the public by an
- getive: Iacal community. Before bats move in
;- for the 'winter, various events initiated by the
L local commumty take place in the fort, visitors
. can see the permanent exhibition of L|thuan|-
an-military’ uniforms and do a tour. The area
of =the’ fort - can be reached by public
P transport .

THE FOUDTH FORT
- Plytinés: g. 15,' Rokai, Kaunas

The fort was barely touched’ durlng the two_
world wars. During the interwar period, -
served as a military prison,

December 27, 1926, on the orders of Antanas
Smetona. During the World War' I,
35,000 prisoners of war were killed in this
fort. Later, a hill of crosses was formed here in
memory of thousands of victims. The exhibi-
tion of military equipment of Vytautas the
Great War Museum was moved to this -fort
from the capital and immediately liked by the
citizens and guests of Kaunas.

Archyvo g. 61, Kaunas

Part of the fort territory - moats and mounds
- located near Hospital of Lithuanian Universi-
ty of Health Sciences Kaunas Clinics can be
seen when driving along Sukileliy Avenue.
There was never any military action in the
fortification. During the Nazi occupation, it
was turned into the first concentration camp
where more than 5,000 Jews were killed.
The fort suffered the most during the years of
Soviet occupation: many original details were
destroyed during the reconstruction. At
present, the fort has been privatized. It
contains @ museum and provides informal
education for children.

-Fhe. -officers of the Russian Empire’'s army
planned that "this fort will be the first to
:counter the:enemy fire. However, the Fourth
Fort was - little . involved in the defense. The
“ 'buriker is‘asymmetrical, rectangular. It is said
to be one of the best fortifications of its time.
~:About 4,000 Jews were killed in the fort
“ during.’"the.. Nazi German occupation. In
19981999 the Fourth Fort was cleaned up and
demined- though later the works had stopped
du¢ - to .discontinued fundlng In 2012, the
temtory was ‘tidied up. again but some of the
. .space’ and premises remained flooded due to
thg damaged drainage system. Today you
“can -often ‘withess contemporary art shows
‘and practices -at the Fourth Fort.

0 THE EIGHT FORT g

PrySmanciy g. 2C, Kaunas

The initial plan was to build 7 forts in Kaunas
but in the long run, it was decided to strength-
en the fortress. Concrete, not just red bricks,
was used in constructing this fortification. This
is the first fort to have had electrical wiring.
Interestingly, the fortification lost its meaning
as soon as it was built, as it was inadvertently
constructed on a low hill, thus open to enemy

old equipment are underwater. The environ-
ment of the fort is actively used. by the
joined by the younger generation, which was

attracted by the Silainiai Gardens initiative,

be found here and land art workshops with
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the fort.
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Hi,

welcome to the city surrounded by a fortress. What once
protected it from the enemy, has now turned into the layer
of the past open to modern culture and history enthusiasts.
The military stronghold surrounded Kaunas more than a
hundred years ago, anticipating the occurrence of World
War |. At the end of the 19th century, when trying to
defend the western border of the Russian Empire from the
enemies of a possible war (Germany and Austria-Hungary)
Tsar turned his attention to Kaunas, probably the most
western part of the Russian Empire. A city located at the
confluence of two large rivers where water and land routes
intersected (later supplemented by important railway lines)
was to become a major point of defense. In 1879 Russian
Emperor Alexander Il approved the military leadership’s
proposal to build a fortress in Kaunas. All of Kaunas was
supposed to be turned into a fortress...
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Lagoon (which appeared here later) is ‘one:of: -
the most complex ones, as it was - deS|gned o

considering the mountainous terrain. “That i "
why this fort became the most’ expens;\re"--
It was =

few structures that we destroyed by retreating
soldiers. During World War i, a large: explo- e

stances of which are unknown. Curreritly. the .

fortifications are being tidied:up; .d. large part '
of the territory is occupied by the actwe Gt

w‘here‘-'the_ i
so-called four communards accused of organ--
izing a coup were imprisoned and shot -on -

.about. "
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€ THE SEVENTH FORT @§)

fire from nearby heights. Much of the fort and”

residents of the surrounding area who have =
set up gardens here. They were recently

which is a part of Silainiai Project. Poets ‘can

local and foreign artists.are being’ organlzed in*

41 an NKVD prison and
massacre,: where 30-50
{ ;'were killed. In 1958 a
s establlshed in the fort exhibiting
facts of. the Nazi

,Although the plan of . this fort was approved
‘only-in 1913 .and it was still unfinished when
World“War broke out (it was planned to be
relatlvely minimalist,” having  monolithic
concrete .and . relnforced concrete structures,
‘and without decorative elements common in
© : stone forts): Desplte being unfinished it active-
oy, partlclpated in the war-and inflicted heavy
"~ ‘damage’ on ‘Soldiers of the German Empire.

; next .to Kaunas .Forest Enterprise is just the
emnants of-an idea.

m MARVA FORT
£ Misko g., AKademija, Kaunas district

" The Ele\_/enth Fort, which was never finished, is
_in the territory of Marva Manor. The remains

local. community is trying to bring it to life by
£ arranglng picnics and cultural festivals.

DOMEIKAVA FORT.

The construction of this fort began in 1913 but
. wasn't completed. The fort is located in
Kaunas district which has 75 objects of the
fortress and 44 of them located in Domeikava
eldership. Whatever is left of this fort lies
underground and what we see above it are
only barely noticeable fragments. This place is
also called St. John's Park because the
community has been celebrating Midsummer
in it for many years.

@ PALEMONAS (RAILWAY)
FORT
Mariy g., Amaliai, Kaunas

|
' In 1912 the development plan of the fortress
. envisaged the construction of a large fort near
Pazaislis, however, later that spot was pushed
towards the railway - hence the name of the
' unfinished fort - the construction of which
started just before the war. It was there that
' the military staff stayed in 1915, when the
tsar's army was leaving Kaunas, during the
' last night of the defense of the fortress. Now
the fort has no status. Like every other fort,
this one has its own uniqueness too, which is
' the dbundance of valuable plant species listed
‘in the Red Data Book in its wild meadow.

KAUNAS FORTRESS COM-
MANDANT'S BLINDAGE

Perkiino. al. 2A; Kaunas

ZThls bunker with the ironclad door, which was
‘supposed  to' guarantee: the’ safety of the
commandant, was installed in 1914. The
territory. surrounding the blindage was given
he ndme. of Vytautas Park during the years
of ‘the. First Republic and that was also the
time when the townspeople became fond of
‘the park. ‘After World War Il, arrestees were
‘held in this:secret building.

THE NINTH BATTERY OF
KAUNAS FORTRESS
Peledy’ kalnas The Hill of Owils,
Kaunads

The forts and-batteries- of Kaunas Fortress -
fortifications for cannons - were arranged -at
approxlmately even distances (every 2-2.5

: km) in .an ‘almost exact oval shape. The,
"“batteries’ were built on the hills of a steep

" slope,. from ‘which it was easy to see the- .

surroundlng ‘areas.:, The Ninth Batterz installed
- here in Zaliakalnis’ ‘did not stand the test of
_t1rne ‘During . the' interwar period, the first M.

wer_e erected ‘on. thrs hill, and the owls created

and Sowet‘ )

_Eventudlly, it was blown up by the retreating’ -,
Russian soldiers; .so what we see- today right . "~

' of structures - concrete fragments - can be - -
found on land and underwater. Recently, this *
. object is taking on new colors - an active.

Parko g., Domeikava, Kaunas district -

K..Ciurlionis * Gallery and-Kaunas Art School

by’ Vincas - Grybas the student of the art-
3 I

; KAUNAS FORTDESS' CEN—
:{.TPAL ARTILLEPY WARE- -
HOUSES ON THE LEFT °
"BANK OF THE NEMUNAS
J Bakanausko g. 99, Kaunas,

Durlng “the . interwar period, " some of the
bullcfngs were - turned. into tank manufacto-
“-ries. Today. Kaunas: Fortress Park: manufacto-
“‘ries can be. found on Lakiny Rd. 83B. But
even more interesting is -the nearby former
- gunpowder depot, where -the main gunpowder
and - part of arms.stock. were’ kept. The
thlckness of the concrete.walls of this building

is more than 2 meters. Once it was one of the "
- - safest structures in Kaunas. During the: years

of occupation, this ‘complex was d closed

- military territory with - Anti-Aircraft Defense .

'Communlcatlon Headquarters Now it is a

“'space open for “art.

E COMPLEX OF THE. .

Imagine, ‘an’. 80-me- -

ter-long room of 400 square meters has no,’ - -:

partltlons perfect acoustlcs far your ideas.

ARTlLLEDY WADEHOUSE
"COMPLEX IN SANCIAI
- (PARAKAS) - :

- _Corher of L. Iviniskio g. and- .
Drancuzqg Kaungs

_nity. For many years, the: gunpowder (parakas)
. 'warehause. was invisible to the naked eye but

after - people . rolled. "up. their * sleeves. and ",
.- “cleared. its approaches and the " interior, it =
became a space for the \usual and performlng

arts, *’

“Zemieji Sanc|a| Kaunas

. As‘Kaunas was being surrounded by a chaln ;. ar
. of forts, the city itself was changlng rapidly. If
" the admlmstratlon of .the.'fortress was- estab---

" lished in the center, then ‘the barracks were
Jlocated ' on. ‘the outsklrts of Kaunas

Sanéiai, where 365 muyltipurpose . buildings

were erected in one ‘decade. The buildings -
contained two infantry regiments, an artillery. -
brigade, a pontoon battalion, the 28th artillery - -

"
.\

Thls object .a recent favdrlte of the people of'

culture. - 'is a ‘greatexample of the synergy .
“between military he.rltage and dctive commu- -

SANCIAI MILITADY SETTLE- i
MENT . . el

The
Iargest ‘military ‘séttlement was - in Zemlejl“

-
2

L}

brlgade the fire brigade of the. fortress, anda @ -

. war pigeon station. At the end of the 19th ~

" century, A. Juozapawclus Avenue - was built.
To this day it is the. mdin artery of the district.

Several red-brick barracks that have under- ‘
gone a change are inhabited by new residents: .

and varlous Iocal businesses.

PANEMUNE MILITARY

SETTLEMENTS

Kareiviniy g., Z. Gerulaiio g.,
Perlojos g., Plento g., Kaunas

Panemuné was once a settlement on the
outskirts of Kaunas with the main street
(currently called Vaidoto), which, when
Kaunas was being fortified became a military
highway with three large military settlements
nearby. 73 military objects were built in
Panemuné - barracks, warehouses, stables,
etc. - and the narrow-gauge railway line was
brought here from the fortress. More than a
hundred-year-old history continues to this
day. Juozas Vitkus Engineering Battalion of
the Lithuanian Armed Forces operates in
Panemuné with headquarters and five compa-
nies located in red-brick buildings. The local
residents have settled in the other buildings,
right next to the battalion.

THE SIXTH BATTERY OF

PANEMUNE
Kiskiy g. 22, Kaunas

During the construction of Kaunas Fortress,
south of the Vicilnai village, the Sixth Battery
was set up with a military road leading to it
(currently Baterijos Road). The ammunition
and cannon depot was badly damaged during
World War |. Later, it was supplemented by
an annex, which houses the children’s creative
studio Vejo pagauti. Its visitors can literally
touch upon history, for example, see the old
red bricks marked with inscriptions F 5. It is
possible that the bricks were made specifically
for the Fifth Fort.

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHAN-
GEL'S CHURCH OR THE
GARRISON CHURCH
Nepriklausomybés a. 14, Kaunas

Some adore it and consider it the most impor-
tant symbol of Kaunas, yet others detest it -

_ it was like that during the interwar period and
still is.today. Many call this neo-byzantine (to
be reminiscent of the origins of Christianity)
building, that emerged just before the 20th
century among the administrative buildings of
the fortress, Soboras. During the First Repub-
. lic, Catholics were already praying here, and
in ‘the l960s the church was turned into a

» museum, - more - precisely, Sculpture and
" Stained- Glass Gallery of the M. K. Ciurlionis
Museum. In the basement of the church that
has.been returned to the faithful again, you

" ¢an.find a museum Cdtacombs of the. 2lst
Century where visitors can have.an idea how
the world is like when you don't see it.

ey church,

.+ . petiod.

R ¥

- tion purposes.

MTH DON INFANTRY. REGI-

MENT CHURCH/VYTAUTAS.

THE GREAT WAR MUSEUM -
K. Donelaicio g. 64 ‘Kaunas - ‘

In the -19th century, Vlenybes Square: Was :

called novobazarnayaq, 'i.e. “the new market”.

This is where the drill-hall of Tlith Don Infantry .~
Regiment of. the: tsar's army was .built with a'.
brick orthodox church pext o it. That is where -

on February 16, 1921, the. War. - Museum "was
solemnly ppened (its “actual”

check the cannons exhlblted out5|de some’ of

them came from the forts of the Kaunas

Fortress

. @ KAUNAS ODTHODOX

CHURCH OF THE EPIDHA-.
~NY OF THE LORD .
Dadwlenq pl. 1A, Kaunas

Today and_in" the- interwar period’ Radwlenq
Road was. once also called Karinis, Kareiviy,

. and 16-osios divizijos. This road led to the 7th

battery ‘of the fort. The 7th Novorossiysk

large “barracks, . headquarters ‘officers’ h
and other buildings,

" Dragoon Deglment was’ stationed herelgr

including this ortHodox
stood here’ aIOng the road. The
church of Reform architecture style with brick

*. decoration and d pediment with a mosaic was

used for its.inténded purpose yntil the interwar
: .During: ' the . Soviet occupahon
workshops weré establlshed in the church

FDEDA MANOP ' T
Z E. Z|I|bero g. 6, Kaunas. . '

e The manor of Aukstoj| Freda was founded in- -
.1795"when the lands were acqwred by Juozas
i Godlevskls (who by the way, -was also ‘the.:
founder and a “godfather” of Garliava). The ‘

neoclassical mdnor house was built at the

beginning of the 19th century. A few decades -

later,” the manor was expropriated for the

needs of Kaunas Fortress. Oskaras Klemas,
the first commandant of the fortress lived in *
manor. .

the’ manor house, and the other
bmldlngs housed soldiers. At present, Vytautas
Magnus University Botanical Garden - is
located in_the territory ‘of the manor' With a

blindage - ‘a surviving fragment of the central )

fortifications of Kaunas Fortress..-

'@ ORTHODOX GHURCH OF

ST. SERGEY OF RADONEZH
IN KAUNAS
Z. E. Zilibero g. 10, Kaunas

During the construction and strengthening ‘of .

the fortress, the homestead of Freda Manor.
was reconstructed for military purposes. An
artillery yard was set up in it and a bit further
- ramparts with one of the greater redoubts.
Roads and railway lines were built in the
territory of the manor homestead, along with
Freda cemetery, where the aforementioned O.

Klemas is buried. That is where the orthodox _ -

church of St. Sergey of Radonezh was built (as
it is believed,
church), which stands out to this day with its
color solutions and a harmonious combination
of neoclassical and pseudo-Byzantine
architecture; it was most actively used until

World War |. After the Second World War, it

became a gardening school and later even a
sports hall. The building is currently unused.

RAILWAY TUNNEL AND
BRIDGE
M. K. Ciurlionio g., Kaunas

Although the current Kaunas railway station
was built after the Second World War, the
history of the railway itself dates back to the
second half of the 19th century. An interesting
fact: the 1285-meter long tunnel dug under
Aukstieji Sanciai in the 30-meter tall hill is
one out of two such tunnels in Lithuania and
the only one working in the Baltic States.
Along with the tunnel 'in Kaunas, a beam
brldge called Zaliasis (green) was built. Back
in 1862, a Japanese delegation traveled
through it, and one of its members, a transla-
tor Fukuzawa Yukichi - as important in Japan

as Daukantas and Kudirka in Lithuania -.':.

described the mission’s stop in Kaunas. By the:

way, the metal structures of the bridge were

brought to Kaunas in 1859 via the Baltic Sea.
and the Nemunas.
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THE DAILWAY STATION OF
THE FORTRESS :
J. Bakanausko g., Kaunas

At the very end of the 19th century the
750-millimeter wide railway network was_ built
in Kaunas Fortress - together . with : . the

"narrow-gauge railway station . building - and
. water tower.The first narrow-gauge railway: ,
) Freda, and .-
Aukstojé Panemuné. Later, when it was 'decld-" .
ed-to build the second ring of Kaunas. Fortress = = -
forts, additional lines were' built for construe-
In Kaunas Fortress, theé. only™ ..
_~‘overland fortress of the -Russian. Empire, the™ .
narrow'*gauge railway network.was suff‘lclently._'f iy
<well developed and adapted after the reglme'.

lines. were built' in Aleksotas;

change i

building, belov- "
ed and frequently visited by the townspeople,”
emerged only over a:decade after). However,.. i
the orthodox’ church did  not survive: After:
visiting the museum’,dnd getting: acquginted”.«
with. the- history .of warfare, do not forget to ..

in the place of a catholic: .

@ FORTRESS MILL COMPLEX
H: ir O. Mmkovskm_g -106,. Kaunas .

The daily life of the fortress is not just lineups, -
cannons, tactics.. It also. includes such essen-
tial thlngs as_food. On the .left bank' of the

" Nemunas at the end.of the 19th century, a
gas . mill _was built . with grain storages,
warehouses barracks, etc., next to it. The
- quality of the - bricks. was excellent back then,

B complex did ‘not survive, a - considerable
purpose, can. be seen today. .while driving ‘on

: Nemunas Island

\COMMANDANTS' HOUSE

J Gedimino g 25, Kaunas:

T

very.: center, ‘of. Kaunas" is
headquarters of the: Lithuanian Air -Force.

whole Kaunas -fortress complex;.-the former
) Gommandants hou_se is a building of strictly

: symmetrlcal ‘composition . with an emphasued
portal, " decorated . with . ornate \.cornices,
pilasters, windowsills,: and attics. When Kaunas
became :* the.: temporary .-

had made |t thelr h'dme

MILITADY TELEGRADH
" BUILDING .

K Donelalcro g. 25, Kaunas

" installed on K. : Donelalclo Street-a:few yedrs
ago, decorated "with .the details _of . the

_ .station of the Kaunas:Fortress, which wds part
--of its complex.of administrative - buildings and
*"Which was ‘converted: into -a. residential house

e hlstory

is

15

" s0 although the wooden buildings of the mill
“piece”. of history, that hasnt changed its *

H. ir O: Mlnkovsku.[ Street -or taklng a walk in.

Ry ergtory exclusrve inits surroundlngs closed
- to the public and full of history, located in-the - . .
the: “-current*

" Probably the most beautiful building' of-the”

‘capital,~__the’
commander of the Lithuahian’ Armed Forces
settled - in the pdlace- and ‘later .on Soviet,
* German, and then' again. Soviet army leaders_‘

Derhaps you noticed the styllsh bicycle stands

. telegraph.. They can.be foynd right in front of . .
< -the former building - of -the military telegraph .. -

with " the least posslble changes made to its:
.authentic elements in order ‘4o preserve the’

||

TEDY - L
Asment;rs l-o]l 9. 2 Kaunas R

"Gediminas.’ Deople ‘of - varlous natlo
been laid to" eternal rest inthis cernet

~ the grave of pilots: Stepanas Darlu and Stasys
Glrenas . . i

MADVELE CASCADE

Juluanavos g. Kaunas :

The Marvelé River is the-left trlbutary of the
Nemunas, separatlng Kaunas ‘and Kaunas
.district” The cascade. was bullt ~the
-approaches to the stone bridge® in- 1881 and‘

because it is here that the road to |t begl'

LINKUVA FODTIFICATIONS
OF THE KAUNAS FODTDES_S
* -Kédainiy, g. 23, Josvcumqg .’:lA
31B, 31C, Kaunas.

'Accordlng .to the original des|gn of the‘

ed, -therefore,. it was ‘ decided  to design’ ‘d
section of central fortification. with. a new

Nemunas river valleys: The
surrounded . Vllljampole ‘ a . semicircle.
. Damparts a battery and two redoubts with

- natural relief and_above, the Eight Fort, which
formed. an..integral defénse section with the
.. Linkuva. fortification line.. The lower part of the

. occupation of ‘Lithuania due to the construc-
- :tion -of  industrial .enterprises. However, the
".section of the fortification north of the: current

Tllzes Street has survwed . .

) THE BLINDAGE OF THE L
“KAUNAS Fom‘ngss S

Sargenal Kaunas .

@ THE BLINDAGE. OF THE
%7 KAUNAS FORTRESS -

_Dome|kava Kauno e

“ can also safely
and Domé

SANCIAI 'MILlTADY CEME- S

-perhaps’ the dearest for dll the! thhuamahs is’

. completely renoVated a few. years: ago.. s -
fascinating -all year round,, so 'you: must stop .
by for a photo if.you are visiting the_First: Fort.

. gramunition depots were installed utilizing the.

e e 3::?:,:3:};_‘*- .~ TOURISM INFORMATION
- -nately, _some ‘of them are: closed or- dlfﬁcult %o : o

' estern bypass You
enter. the bli dages in Sargénai: '

g Aukstlejl Sancjal rnllltary cemetery ‘was estab- - ]
" lished in 1891 for. Kauhas garrison :soldiers of - * -
the tsar's army outside Kaunas city. limits at’
* the time.'During.the interwar: perrod when the- -
. "area was connected to the city, the cemetery':
- grew’ but did not’ change its, orlglnal mllltary E
- purpose, In total, 'seven’ quarters -have ‘histori- y
cally formed in’ the:: cemetery An - amazirg
. detail -~ the" -rows of: graves- in-one: of .the !
_quarters’ repeat ‘the drawtng ‘of- Columns ‘of.

fortification - was. destroyed ‘during the Soviet

" fortress, the north-western side was unprotect:.- = *

‘Eight Fort onthe slopes of the. Neris and.: °.
fortification .

Kaunas
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ff-MOPE KAUNASTlC DOUTES
Wondemng Whﬂt t° do: next'-’ Here qre some of the themed routes ava|lable |n-‘
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- The Eitvak Landscape
"The ‘Sugihara_Route
‘Kid-Sized Kaunas
The City of Champlons
"Culture Shock
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. A Hanseatic Merchant's story
Kaunas Fortress
Pilgrim’s Guide to Kaunas

' Wooden Stories
Interwar Student
Around Kaunas with a Dlplomat
Kaunas Between the Lines

; L
For free publications, visit “Kaunas IN” tourist information ce
15, Kaunas), or locations lab
“Tourism Information Friendly” stickers or visit.kaunas.lt.

‘Digital versions of the routes are available at kaunastika.lt

USEFUL HASHTAGS

#kaunastic #visitkaunas #kaunaspilnas

“ Kaunas//

Laisvés al. 36, Kaunas | +36061650991
.~ Rotuiés a. 15, Kaunas | +37062090619
i .:.-vi‘_n.fo@kaunasin.lt | visit.kaunas.It




/At the moment, the maintenance and conserva-
tion of Kaunas Fortress are carried out by Kaunas
- Fortress Park; @ member of the European Federa-
" :tion of Fortified Sites, and Kaunas Fortress Associ-
“"ation, Each fort has its own crew and they re-
" ceive assistance from local community volun-
~ teers.. In the autumn of 2018, the first Baterija
.. festival brought together different art branches
~_and diverse artists - some of them for the first
- time - into the forts and surrounding objects. The
- forts offer tours and community gatherings. It has
“~gardens_and various artistic events take place
there, and this is just the beginning!

It is worth mentioning that in the summer of
2020, the long-awaited exhibition of military
equipment was opened in the Sixth Fort. The ex-
hibition, as well as the fort, is taken care of by
Vytautas the Great War Museum. The Seventh
Fort is private, it offers informal education for
children and has a museum that is subject to the
Ministry of Culture.

SHH! THE BATS
ARE SLEEPING -

- ..In October bats settle in the forts of Kaunas For-

tress and hibernate until April. In five of the forts,
the hibernation areas of bats are protected inter-
nationally. Forts |, Il lll, 1V, and VIl are included
in the Natura 2000 network of protected areas
of international importance. Eleven species of
bats found in Lithuania are listed in the country’s
Red Data Book. As many as seven species hiber-
. nate in Kaunas forts. Let's be nature-friendly and
~ plan our walks or hikes responsibly.

MORE

In order for the trip around the Kaunas Fortress
to be more than a walk - a meaningful activity -
. ‘we recommend looking at tours, educational
_programs, and workshops organized in each of
‘ 'the forts or other objects.

More information:
~www.kaunotyvirtove.lt
- www.vdkaremuziejus.it
- www.septintasfortas.lt _
~ www.silainiaiproject.com -
i .'_WWW.?fortp_qu,i'ejus.Itf_' .
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